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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

I'm disappointed in us. We had a meeting on Sunday, March 16 - the weather was decent, good driving
- and Barb Kubiak of Franklinville gave a very interesting talk about Susan B. Anthony, Clara Barton and
Harriet Tubman. There were eight people in the audience, five of whom were AAHA officers. It is an
insult, I think, to our speakers when we only have eight people in the audience, and an embarrassment for
our association. We pay our speakers a minimum of $75, with many programs costing more, so we spend
at least $300 a year on speakers.

We changed several years ago from a Wednesday night meeting to Sundays at 2 to accommodate our
older members being able to get there safely. We need to hear from you - do you want us to continue
having these meetings with speakers? As you can see, it's not cheap for us to do this. Is it the subject
matter? Let us know what you would like to hear. Marge Geise works very hard to get us good speakers
and educational programs. | have learned something from each speaker. Hopefully, our next meeting will
be better attended.

We received a wonderful donation from Dottie Riley. It's a primitive painting of a young boy. His name
was Ullman (Brooky) Merrill. He was the son of Lot and Belle (Altenburg) Merrill. He was born January 3,
1877 and he died October 8, 1882. He was related to our treasurer, Alice Altenburg. We are looking for
just the right place to hang it for all to see.

Two of our past presidents, Steve and Betty Eaton, will shortly be moving to a retirement community
near Philadelphia. They were very active in our association as well as the Olean Historical Society. But
Betty assures me that they will stay in close contact with our group. We wish them all the best in the next
adventure in their lives.

We mentioned in our last issue that our history book would now cost $10. At that time we didn’t know
what the shipping costs would be, but now we do - shipping will be $2.50.

This is our last newsletter before Heritage Days - it seems like we just had them a few weeks ago.
However, the dates this year are Friday, August 1 and Saturday, August 2. Our format will be much the
same, with our main display this year focusing on Early Life in Allegany. We have a collection of wonderful,
strange artifacts that we will be displaying. Whoever said that life was easier in the “good old days” hasn't
seen some of the household items we have. It's more like “women’s work is never done”. | know you will
be getting calls to donate items for our Country Cupboard booth and/or cakes for our well attended Ice
Cream Social. And I know you will be as generous as you have always been in the past. And be sure to
come to the Chicken BBQ on Friday night to see Allegany’s beautiful new fire hall.

A while back, Tom Martin of Martin Studio of Photography offered to take photos for us whenever we
needed some. Well, that time came. Tom has done some great photos for us of some of the more obscure
items we have in our collection, and we will use these photos in our Heritage Days street sheet in a “can
you guess what this is?” contest. | can hardly wait for the answers!

AAHA lost a long-time member recently with the death of Richard Stephan (Steve) Gollaher. He had
been a strong supporter of Heritage Days, and very much enjoyed our newsletter. | always had interesting
talks with Steve whenever | met him. A short trip downtown turned into a long one, but a throughly
enjoyable one, when I met Steve in my rounds. He was very well versed in the area’s history, and pleased
to share it with me.

FRANCIE POTTER, PRESIDENT
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This is the second and last part of the oral history interview conducted by Marge Geise with her mother-
in-law, Catherine Martiny Geise. We have received many, many comments about the first part which was
in our March newsletter. Everyone really liked it. We hope you enjoy this as much as you did the first
part. Our thanks to Marge for her delightful interview.

CATHERINE MARTINY GEISE INTERVIEW
November 5, 2007

My family was Catholic. Every night during Lent after thedinner wasover, weall had to gointo theliving room and knedl
down by achair, while Dadled usintherosary. Onesuchtime, Red, who had gotten awind-up tractor for Christmas, (that
had rubber trackson it and made noi se, of course) wound it up and let it go over toward Chuck. It veered off and went over
toMother. Boy, did sheever holler a him! That wastheend of the prayer gathering for that night! Asa family wewould attend
May Devotionsevery Wednesday evening during May. At the end of the month, the May Crowning washeld and that was
quiteanimpressive ceremony. OnMemoria Day weall attended Massat the St. Bonaventure Cemetery. It wasabig event
and we' d meet al therelativesthere. We' d go through thetombstones of relatives and friends, kneeling down and sayinga
prayer at each one. We' d bring flowersfrom home, that werein bloom at thetime, to lay on specia gravesites.

Therewasn't alot of celebration for the holidays, just aspecial meal maybe. There' d beaturkey for Thanksgiving, of
course. Oneholiday standsout in my mind. My brother, Chuck, raised turkeysand they always seemed to escapefromtheir
pens. Wewereforever having to go up to Spindlersafter them. On Thanksgiving that particular year, weinvited themfor
dinner sincetheturkeyswere up there so much. We kidswere quite excited to have company for dinner. For Christmaswe
would usually get only one or two presents. Onewould be homemade clothing and maybewe d get onetoy. Therewasn't
much. Thewholefamily would enjoy fruitsand nutsfor aspecia holiday treat. WWeawayscut down our tree and decorated
it with paper chainsthat we would make. We' d a so string popcorn to put onthetree. Therewere candles onthetree, but
they’ d only belit on Chrissmas Evefor ashort while because of the chanceof fire. Other thanthat, they’ d bejust decorations.
We had some ornamentsthat we saved in abox and used from year to year. Going to church on Christmas Day wassomething
special that welooked forward to because we always got to go up front to seethe Nativity scene.

Intheearly yearsthe Catholics intown celebrated massat the chapel at . Bonaventure University. When the chapel was
destroyed by firein 1930, weworshiped inthe parochia school gymuntil the new (present day) church wasbuilt thefollowing
year. We' d get therein thewinter in aone-seated cutter, or maybethedeigh, and we d use atwo-seated buggy inthe summer.
The conveyances, along with the horses, wereleft in an unattended shed on the other side of thetracks (near wherethe St.
Bonaventure cemetery grotto istoday) and then we' d haveto walk to the university for Sunday Mass. We never attended
Massinthe St. Nicholas Church, whichwaslocated acrossthe street from the present day St, Bonaventure Church (wherethe
Main Street parking lot islocated). Eventhoughit wasbuiltin 1854, parishionersonly used it for worship for four years
becausethe Catholic population had outgrown it. Wedid, however, attend catechism classesthere. | remember it waskind of
spooky becauseal thewindowswereyellow stained glass, which seemed to cast an eerieglow over theinterior of thebuilding.

For our birthdayswe usually got agift of somekind and aspecial birthday cake. 1t wasafamily traditionto havea
“checkerboard” cake, (chocolate and white), with candlesontop. Therewasno specia med for birthdays.

| knew my husband, Clarence (Snowball) Geise, asaneighbor and agrammar school classmate. We started dating when
| wasteaching. Wewent to alot of square dancesthat were heldin someof the schoolsintown. Wea so played card games
and went to movies at the Palace Theater in Olean. Weweremarriedinasmall ceremony inthe St. Bonaventure Church
(whereitisnow) on June 17, 1936. My wedding dresswas made of whitelace and wasmidlength. | bought it, | didn’t make
it. | woreamatching picturehat. My sister, Margaret, was my matron of honor, and her husband (Arthur Karl) was Snowbal’s
best man. The weddingwasat 9:00AM on aWednesday, aswas customary in those days, and then wewent to the Village
Inn (wherethe Bird Cage Restaurant istoday) for awedding breskfast with theimmediatefamily. After coming back from our
honeymoon at L etchworth Park, weweretreated to ashivaree. That wasaloudtime! Friendsand relativeswould wait until
they thought the couplewould be 9 egping, then they’ d wake them by pounding on potsand pans (or anything €l sethey could
get their hands on), serenading the“ newlyweds’ from outsidetheir home. It wastraditional for the couple to go to thedoor
andinvitetheir noisy guestsinfor beer, cigars, candy or something. They didn’t bringany presents, but if they got achance,
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somebody would sneak into the bedroom to put salt or cereal inthe couple sbed, loosen thebed dats, or sew legsor bottoms
of their night clothestogether, if they could find them. Every married couple expected this“ celebration”. If people didn't
come, | supposeyou would fed that you weren’t very popular.

After our wedding, we moved to alease house on the corner of Geiger Hollow and the Four Mile. Needing moreroom
after our first two children were born, wemoved to another leasehouseon Geiger Hollow whereweremained for fifty years.
In 1987, my husband and | moved from Geiger Hollow to Linwood A partmentsin Olean, wherewelived for ten years. When
the nearby Olean General Hospital expanded, these apartmentsweretorn down to makeway for the new addition. Wethen
purchased amobilehomeintheValley View EstatesinAllegany.

For twenty-fiveyears Snowball worked asaroustabout onthe oil lease. When hehad hisheart attack in 1961, he bought
achain saw and worked inthelogging bus nesswith hisnephew, Floyd Putt, Jr. Snowball bought and cut thelogsand * Putty”
dragged them out of thewoods, and hauled them on thelog truck to the buyer.

Snowball and | had six children. Kenneth wasbornin 1938; K athleen cameaongin 1940. Harold wasbornin 1943,
Bernicein 1945, Williamin 1950, and Robertawasbornin 1956. Ken (Beverly Balacki) livesin Portville, while Harold
(MarjorieKarl) and Roberta(Herb Edwards) liveinAllegany. Kathleen (LyleAllen) livesin Batavia, and Bill (LindaBloom)
livesin Knoxville, Pennsylvania. Bernice (Bill Schlosser) resided in Franklinvillefor many years, but now livesin Navarre,
Florida. For seventeenyears| did housecleaning for areaclientsin order to help put my kidsthrough college.

During the Great Depression my family survived pretty well becausewehad thefarm. Wehad al themest, eggs, fruit and
vegetablesweneeded. Wedid our home baking and my mother sewed all the clothes; we occasionally ordered stuff from
Sears& Roebuck. It wasabigdeal whenthe catalogscame. Everybody would spend alot of timelooking through them,
dreaming of thethingsthey’ dliketo have. Many of our Chrissmasgiftscamefromthecataog. If wekilled apigor cow, we' d
sometimes sall meat to the neighbors. Dad sold hisapplesto thegrocery stores, and thenwe could get lard, sugar, flour, soap
and other staples. The storesgave him 25 centsmore abushel for the applesthan what he could have gotten from selling to
individuals. We' draise about 500 bushelseach year. Wekidsweren't alowed to do thepicking, Dad didit al. When hewas
finished, heshook thetreesand thenit wasour turnto help by pickingthemal up. | remember weawaysdidthis onArmigtice
Day every year. We picked up cider applesand took them to the cider mill in Portville or Allegany to be madeinto cider.
Whenwebroughtit home, westoreditin wooden barrelsand milk cans. We enjoyed drinking that fresh cider, but weboiled
some of it down for cooking (to sweeten mincemeat) and we canned some. 1nthe summer during haying times, we' d open
somecansand dilutethe cider with water. Thiswasjust tart enough for the hayersto drink to quenchtheir thirst. (Lemonsfor
making lemonade were expensive, so thisworked well). To some of the cider we added raisinsand sugar to make “hard
cider”. (MyAunt Kate Martiny awayscalled this“champagne’!). We made our own cider vinegar from the dropped apples,
to useat homefor cooking. We dtake" mother” fromtheold barrel of cider vinegar to put inthe new oneasadtarter for the
next year’sbatch. (*Mother” wasjust thick, dimy, rubbery stuff that collected on the bottom of the barrel of vinegar.) We
used agood dedl of thevinegar for canning.

Aredly bigeventinmy lifewasattending theWorld Fair in Chicago beforel got married (1930’s). | went withmy friend,
Florence Carls, and my cousin, Mary Miller. | paidfor thetrip myself, probably, with my teaching money. Forencedidn’t think
she could go because she didn’t havethe money. Finally her brothers, Ken and L ouie, came through and chippedintheir
money so that she could go. Mary worked in her mother’sice cream parlor so she had her own money. Somebody droveus
to Buffalo and wetook aboat from thereto Detroit where we stayed overnight with my sister, Clara, thentook thetrainto
Chicagothenext day. My brother, Chuck, had goneayear beforeso | didn’t havetoo much trouble convincing my parentsto
let mego. Itwasredly thefirst timel had been sofar out of town other than to Olean and the surrounding area. | had been
to Buffao, of course, to stay withmy sister, Leona, for alittle vacation, but thistrip to Chicago wasareally big adventurefor
me. It wasapackagetour that we probably heard about in an advertisement somewhere, and itincluded severd things. | think
we had abook wherewetore off tickets or couponsfor admittanceto the different events. We stayed at anearby hotel and
walked tothefair each day. The best thing about it wasfor usto see the new modernimprovements. | remember going
through the Ford museum and seeing al the new cars. Owning an automobilewas just new enough that peoplewere anxious
toget arideinthem. Thelinefor that opportunity wastoo long, so wedidn’'t bother withit. We enjoyed theride onthe
elevated train that toured thefair grounds. Therewerealot of eectriclightsflashing that wereasight to see. Weateat stands
fromtheexhibitsof thedifferent countries. A special treat for usat thefair weretheice cream cones, wereal ly enjoyed them.
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When Pearl Harbor wasbombed | heard about it on theradio. | was sitting in achair feeding abottleto Kathleen. |
remember just sitting therecrying afterwards. | had cousinswho werealready inthe service, George Gerringer and Clem
Martiny, to nameafew, and we knew alot of theAllegany boyswho wereaready serving. My husband got called up onthe
draft after the bombing. Because hewasworking intheaoil fieldsand had small children, hewas excused. School children
collected milkweed podsto put inthelife vests of the soldiersfor thewar effort on the homefront. We purchased war stamps
for ten cents each and when we got so many, they were collected in abook. | knit rifle mittens (that had onefinger for the
trigger), socks, swesaters, and scarvesfor the Red Cross. | could never put the heelsin socksand havethem turn out correctly,
sol’dknittothat point, then Margaret would finish the heelsand feet. We had ration bookswith red tokens. Therewerejust
so many stampsfor commaoditieslike sugar, gasoline, meat, and shoes. By having alargefamily, wereceived an abundance of
stampsfor everything. Whatever wedidn’t need, we traded them with other peoplefor thingswedid need (although| don’t
think wewere supposedto dothis). For example, wenever seemed to use many of the shoerationing stamps, nor did we need
alot of meat, fruit or vegetabl e stamps because of the productswe grew on thefarm, so thesewewould trade.

Another world event that had ahuge effect on our family inlater yearswasthe Vietnam War. Our youngest son, Bill, was
caledtoservein March of 1971 at the age of twenty-one. Thewholefamily watched in agony asthewar was covered onthe
televison screen. Itwasso stressful toliveinfear for hissafety. Hewas injured inatank accident in October 1971, for which
hewaslater avarded the PurpleHeart. Family Christmaseswerejust not thesamewith hisbeingin harm’sway. Hewasfinaly
dischargedinMarch of 1973.

Therewere alot of organizationsover theyearsthat | belongedto. | wasafifty-year member of the Grange, held dl the
offices, and attained the rank of sixth degree. | wasacharter member of the Catholic Daughtersfor fifty-nineyearsand held
al offices. | dsobelongedtotheL.C.B.A (LadiesCatholic Benevolent Association) and theAltar Society. Whilemy kidswere
inschool | belongedtothe PTA. Currently | attend the 60 Plus meetings and activitiesregularly and I’m amember of the
Allegany AreaHigtorical Association. If | could do anything over again I’ d havefurthered my education and become ateacher.
Other than that regret, | have none. | had ahappy marriage and agood life.

Asfor al thetdesthroughout thisnarrative about my brother, Red Martiny, heawaysentertained otherswhileenlightening
them about hispranks. | remember histelling about atalk hedid at the K. of C. one evening where he had people howling.
Father Bonaventure, who wasin the audience, told about going homewith hissdesaching from laughing sohard. Until theday
he died hewasan imp and delighted people with his shenanigans. Hewasagood oneto have ownedtheModel T Innin
Derrick City, because he sure kept people coming back for morefun.

ITEMS FOR SALE

In addition to our history book, we have many
more items for sale. These make good birthday
presents, or just anytime presents. Here’s what
we have:

POST CARDS - 4 different Allegany scenes -
75 cents each, plus shipping.

ALLEGANY HISTORY VIDEOS - $10, plus $5
shipping

ALLEGANY HISTORY DVD'S - $18, plus
shipping

TALES OF WAR AND CONFINEMENT - $6, GeneseeValley Candl
plus $3 shipping
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Memorials

For:  Steve Gollaher For.  Caroline Lauser Jacobs

From:  Bob and Francie Potter From: Kay and Bill Palmer
Jim Kinley
Ruby and Denise Skroback For.  Kenneth Rehler
Nickey Nichoson From: Sandy Rehler
Mary G. Stephan Mike and Barb Rehler
John and Frances Stayer Bob and Sue Bubbs
Bucky and Ellen Peck Pete and Ginny Rehler
Catherine Geise
Paul and Chris Carlson
Larry and Nancy Kardos

George Hall, whose memoirs we published last year, turned 100 in March. A wonderful birthday party was
held at the First Presbyterian Church in Allegany. A sheet listing some of the things that happened in 1908
was at each place setting. We thought you would be interested in it.

1908

The first ball drop in Times Square took place. It was a 700 pound “electric ball’, and it fell from a
flagpole on top of the New York Times building.
1908 was a leap year, and ended with a nearly two and a half hour flight by Wilbur Wright, the longest
ever made in an airplane.
The U. S, Navy’'s Great White Fleet sailed around the world; Adm. Robert Peary began his conquest of
the North Pole; six automobiles set out on a 20,000 mile race from New York City to Paris; and the
Model T went into production.
1908 was an election year (and like today) America was coming off two terms of a Republican president
who had set the country on a new course. Just like George W. Bush, entered the White House without
winning the popular vote.

Predictions made in 1908 included that human organ transplants would soon be common. Hampton’s
Magazine predicted that citizens would walk around with a receiving apparatus compactly arranged in
their hats and could be tuned to vibrations of their choice.

In 1908 the Chicago Cubs took the National League pennant from the New York Giants, and then
defeated the Detroit Tigers in the World Series.

Automobiles cost between $2,000 and $4,000, and only the well-to-do could afford them. They were
used largely for sport.

In 1908 a boxer, 30-year-old Jack Johnson, fought Tommy Burns for the heavyweight championship of
the world, and became the first African-American to win the title.

And oil was discovered in Iran in 1908.

But the most important thing to happen in 1908 was that George Hall was born.
Congratulations, George, on your 100" birthday!!
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NEXT MEETING

Our next meeting will be on Sunday, May 18 at 2 p.m. at the Heritage Center, 25 North Second Street,
Allegany. Rob Stanton, a Regional Land Surveyor for Region 9 of the Department of Environmental
Conservation, will speak on the Genesee Valley Canal and the Genesee Greenway Trail.

Rob is a native of Delancey, New York, graduated from Paul Smith’s College, and has been in
Allegany for 25 years, working for the D.E.C. He has many stories about the Genesee Valley Canal
which ended in Olean. Cuba Lake was built to be a feeder for the canal. The Hinsdale historical
group has exposed a lock of the canal, and there are extensive locks in the Nunda area.

New York State acquired the canal right of way from Rochester Gas and Electric, and Rob has done a
great deal of surveying to help lay out the Genesee Greenway Trail, more in the northern part of the
canal area than in the south.

COME JOIN US ON SUNDAY, MAY 18 AT 2 P.M. TO HEAR ABOUT THE GENESEE VALLEY
CANAL AND GENESEE GREENWAY TRAIL.
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